
Vegetation Management
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• Power Distribution

• Maintenance – None Maintenance & Storm Response

• Veg Standards 

• Veg Mgmt Innovations

• Right Tree - Right Place

• Safety

Topics Covered
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Power Distribution



© 2022 OGE Energy Corp   |   4

• 4-year Maintenance Plan (Cycle) 

• None Maintenance –

• Special Projects (Capital Improvements)  

• Storms

Maintenance - None Maintenance 
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Veg Standard Brush Policies

• Routine maintenance (tree & line work) - 1
remove brush and leave wood cut into firewood 
lengths

• After hours Outages - 1
same as routine maintenance

• Large Area/Regional Storms – 3
vegetation is left at the curb
notification on events
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• Planning each work location

DRG, ECI, ACRT

• Door hanger

• Automated Call

Planning/ Notification
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• Hackberry

• Elm

• Mulberry

• Silver Maple

• Cottonwood

• Willow

• Targeting 12” or less

Veg Standard for Trims & Removals
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Veg Standard for Trims & Removals
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Veg Standard for Trims & Removals
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Veg Standard for Trims & Removals
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• Cannot remove stumps in the 
fence

Potential for fence damage
Potential Equipment damage
Safety concern

• Treat stumps

Veg Standard for Trims & Removals
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Innovations - Herbicides

• Rural unmaintained areas and areas… 
industrial areas etc. - foliar

• In town-maintained areas
basal- TGR

• Strategic application
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Innovations - Tree Growth Regulators (TGR’s)

• Tree Growth Regulators (TGR) are specially developed compounds applied to a tree 
to gently reduce growth.

• Hormone that causes cell elongation

• Cell division still occurs, but the new cells don’t 

elongate. 

• Same number of leaves and internodes just 

compressed into a shorter length

• Reduced diameter growth of the trunk and branches

• Reduced growth and biomass without significantly 

altering its appearance. Treated

Untreated 
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Primary Benefits

• Reduced growth (height)

• Reduced fruit growth

• Reduced radial growth

• Reduced pruning cycle

• Increased drought 

resistance

• Increased defenses

Photos courtesy of Mark Bays
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• Soil applied

• Reapplied every 3 years

• Does not move in soil

• Tree ID tag

Primary Benefits
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Right Tree, Right Place
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Hackberry

Mature Height 40-60 Feet

Mature Spread 40-60 Feet

Fast Growing

Wrong Tree, Wrong Place



© 2022 OGE Energy Corp   |   18

Issues caused by situation

• Decreased reliability

• Increased safety concern for workers

• More time to trim & more 
debris for clean-up

Right or Wrong Tree?
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Utility Friendly Tree Species

Redbud Crape Myrtle
Dogwood Crabapple
Hawthorn Desert Willow
Serviceberry Amur Mackia
Chaste tree Shantung Maple               
Yaupon Holly Mexican Plum
Winterberry Star Magnolia 
Smoke tree           Chinese Fringe tree
Teddy Bear Magnolia        Sumac (Winged, Smooth or Flameleaf)
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Safety

• Line clearance certified arborist

• Private arborist

• Side work or previous employment with 
utility clearance company

• Reason for 10’ of clearance
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